25 March 1846. — 9 Vict. 




BILL 

For the better Relief of the Destitute Poor of 
Ireland. 



[Note. — The Words printed in Italics are proposed to be inserted in 
the Committee.] 



<25 1ft. (£ % j3> it is desirable that the law should provide . 
as fully in Ireland as it does in England against the danger 
of any destitute poor persons perishing through want : And whereas 
an Act was passed in the second year of the reign of Her present 
5 Majesty Queen Victoria, intituled, “ An Act for the more effectual 
Relief of the destitute Poor in Ireland and likewise an Act in the 
seventh year of the reign of Her present Majesty Queen Victoria, 
intituled, “ An Act for the further Amendment of an Act for the 
more effectual Relief of the destitute Poor in Ireland;” HBQfc ft 
to therefore (Ifcnacttt), by The QUEEN’s most Excellent Majesty, by 
and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
poral, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the 
Authority of the same, THAT from and after such day or days as the 
Poor Law Commissioners appointed under the aforesaid Act or Acts 
15 shall, by writing under their hand and seal, determine the respective 
Boards of Guardians of the several Unions formed in Ireland under 
the said Act or Acts, shall be and are hereby authorized and required 
(any thing to the contrary in the said Act or Acts notwithstanding) to 
take order for the relief, either by admission into the Workhouses of 
ao the said Unions, or otherwise, in such manner as the said Commis- 
sioners shall direct, of all such destitute persons, at any time being 
within the said Unions respectively, as may be unable to support 
themselves and destitute children by reason of old age, infirmity or 
defect. 

158 . And 
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And be it Enacted, That the said Boards of Guardians shall be 
and are hereby authorized and required (any thing to the contrary in 
the before-recited Act or Acts notwithstanding) to take order for 
the relief of such other destitute persons within their respective 
Unions as the said Guardians shall deem to be unable, to support 5 
themselves by their own industry, or by other lawful means, in such 
manner as to the said Guardians shall seem best (but subject therein 
to the orders of the said Commissioners), either by admitting them 
into the Workhouse, and therein setting them to work, or by otherwise 
maintaining and setting them to work elsewhere, upon some work or 
works of public utility, giving the preference to such as shall be most 
generally advantageous to the district over which the Union extends, 
and such as are not likely to be undertaken by private enterprise. 

AND whereas many works of a public character are being now or 
may hereafter be carried on. in Ireland, by or under the direction of the 15 
Board of Works, or of the county or baronial surveyors, and by 
means or with the aid of funds raised by general or local taxation 
and such works may afford the means of providing employment 
for many of the destitute poor of Ireland, who may apply to the 
Boards of Guardians of their respective Unions for relief; BE it 2& 
Enacted, That the Guardians of any Union shall be and are hereby 
empowered, if they shall think fit, (but subject always to the direc- 
tions therein of the Commissioners) from time to time, or at any time, 
to make arrangements with the Board of Works, or with the Sur- 
veyor, Engineer or Contractor engaged in the execution of any public 25 
work in Ireland, for the employment upon such work of any number 
of the able-bodied destitute poor that may be chargeable to the said 
Union : Provided always, That such poor labourers shall receive while 
employed on such works a sufficient allowance for their maintenance, 
either in money or in kind: Provided also, That their wives and g 0 
children, if any, be likewise in the meantime relieved by the said 
Guardians, in such manner as to them may seem best. 

And be it Enacted, That any poor person who, being in the receipt 
of relief from any Board of Guardians, and having been set to work 
by them, shall refuse or wilfully neglect the work which he is ordered 35 
to perform, or shall not duly and to the best of his ability perform 
the same, or shall refuse to conform to the lawful rules and regula- 
tions laid down by the said Board, with the view to the employment 
and maintenance of himself and other poor persons, so long as he 
continue chargeable thereto, shall, upon proof thereof before any 
Justice of the Peace, be committed, at the discretion of the said 
Justice, to the gaol or house of correction of the county or city in 
which such offence is committed, for not exceeding One calendar 
ftfonth, with or without hard labour. 

And 
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A f t nd t | e r En , aCted ’ J hi “ tIie P° wer g ; ™» in the said last-reeited 

Worhhoase, shah he he ld and const^^ 

5 Mute poor persons as shah have been for the space of Fourteen 
Days relieved in any manner by the said “ 

provisions of the said recited Acts or of this Act. " ‘ a “ S ’ ^ 

And be it Enacted, That the Boards of Guardis, r 
Unions in Ireland shall and they are h„„h ^ ° f te SeVera ' 

io to provide the sums necessary for carryins info h0 ? Md ^ re<5Uired 

of this Act, out of the rates made f ~ 

my of the said recited Act or Acts • but lit ' • . ™ der the autho " 

and levied by them after the nassino of thiZZ r *' ^ ra ' eS made 
poses of the aforesaid Act or Acts, or of this Act sbJTb. f T P “‘’ 

levied upon one uniform and equal assessment o’f the elZe V 

thereto, without distinction between the seve™l , . Un,0a 

therein contained, any thing in the said Actor A f °™ dlvIS,ons 
notwithstanding. A ° 3 t0 the contrary 

» aad T her bad effects ■-* *4- 
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Union shall, upon proof thereof before any Justice of the P 7 
commuted at the discretion of the said Ju.fice he , LTo' 
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Month, with or without hard labour!"” ” 0t eXCeed ‘" g ° ne mt *ndar 
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